
Introduction to the Elements 
of Art & Principles of Design

Getting to know the fundamentals of Visual Art
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The Elements 
of Art are very 
important to visual 
art. Art cannot be 
created without 
them.

• Line • Space • Shape • Form • Value • Texture • Color



“Elements of 
Art Song” 
by Madeline Stone 
on YouTube
*Click to play; 3:53 minutes*

● Line
● Shape
● Color
● Value
● Form
● Texture
● Space

(Jan 26, 2021; 
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=g5tYOB08sEA)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5tYOB08sEA




The Principles of Design are how 
the Elements of Art are organized.

● Balance is how an artwork’s visual weight 
is organized (symmetrically even or 
asymmetrical uneven).

● Contrast is when an artwork’s elements 
are varied (like opposites) to create 
interesting differences.

● Movement is the use of elements to lead 
the viewer's eye through and around the 
artwork (often created by implied lines).

● Emphasis is a focal point, or point of 
interest, in the artwork (ex. color, line, size).

● Pattern is a repetition of elements in the 
same order, while rhythm is the repetition 
of elements without a specific order.

● Unity is created by the elements working 
well together.



What Principles and Elements do you see here?
Elements

Line

Space

Shape

Form

Value

Texture

Color

Principles

Balance

Contrast

Movement

Emphasis

Pattern

Rhythm

Unity
“Lighthouse Ocean Sunset” by natureworks (June 22, 2015)

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/lighthouse-ocean-sunset-seagulls-816546/



Principles and Elements Poster

Activity: Create a poster that accurately depicts each element of art 
and principle of design.

Learning Objective: Students will be able to independently use their 
learning to apply their understanding of the elements of art and 
principle of design to arrange and design an informational poster.

Essential Question:
● Why are the elements of art important?

Students will understand that successfully unified artworks 
implement several elements of art and principles of design.

Accommodation: Students may use the worksheets as a guide.


